THE  REPLIES  OF   DEMOCRACY

opinions which are to be found in his first works came in fact
before the Dreyfus crisis and, curiously enough, arose out of a
book of Bourget himself. The publication of Le Disciple startled
him as revealing the logical conclusion of that anti-intellectualism
to which he had paid his measure of lip-service : against it he
now proclaims " the inalienable rights which thought possesses
in its own sphere, the folly of the a priori exclusion of a new
idea or system. The ideas of to-day are the way of life to-
morrow. . . . To subordinate philosophy to morals is to will the
death of thought, the ruin of all intellectual speculation, the
eternal silence of the mind. It is thought that leads the world," *
or, at least, that should lead it, for it must be admitted that
men are often fools and apt to be led astray by their instincts
and passions. But this human weakness is a danger against
which we are to guard, not a foundation for a political and
social system.

The Dreyfus case led him to the final realization of the
positive elements of his definite philosophy of life. The word
" system " should not be used ; his thought was too largely
tinged with emotion, and never freed enough from scepticism
for him to make of his convictions a coherent whole. Contra-
dictions remained unsolved and never worried him. " You
must allow us poor mortals to hold at the same time two or
three philosophies, for only if we create it can we believe only
one doctrine is right; only an inventor may be so partial/*2
But a number of convictions did gather in his mind, which
once put together form a body of doctrine no less consistent
than the dogmas . of Bourget of which they are the complete
refutation.3

Anatole France is no a -priori reasoner : he was too much of
a Voltairian to become a Jacobin, too much a believer in the
scientific method not to begin by the observation of the facts
round him. But the facts which he saw, and on which he based
his conclusions, led him straight into the Radical camp. What
he noticed first of all, and in a sense last of all too, was the

1  Fie litt&rairet in., p. 62, 69, 70.
2  Ibid*, ii., p. ii.
3  AnatoJe France could well be described as Bourget reversed.
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